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any indiscretion will be severely punished, will make it possible to
pass without very much difficulty, if the extent of the operations in
view is limited, from the stage of manoeuvres to that of concentration.
This, however, can only be the case if we assume that Germany will
decide on a defensive war in the west and that any attack which
might be launched at some other point will require only a small num-
ber of effectives.

In respect of naval operations, the necessity of giving instructions
to German ships to change their route sufficiently in advance will
undoubtedly compel the competent authorities to acquaint the com-
manders of these units of the risk of war several days beforehand. By
following carefully the movements of the German war and merchant
ships, we may be able to obtain the most definite and probably the
earliest possible indications of any final decision of the Chancellor.

In respect of the air force plans, it seems certain that, particularly
in view of the dread of air raids which exists here, the German
Government will not risk entering on wTar without having protected
its towns against retaliatory raids. The placing and making effective
of the anti-aircraft defences and the instructions given to the civilian
population for protective measures cannot pass unnoticed. Last
September and last March it was possible to foresee several days in
advance, through the preparations for anti-aircraft gunnery, that some
action was imminent. The experience gained b}-T the German authori-
ties in that respect will undoubtedly enable them to devote less time to
such preparations on the next occasion. In any case, however, it seems
impossible that they should be postponed until the very last day.

From these different considerations it follows that, though German}?
is able to put her army on a wrar footing very rapidly, the circumstances
are nevertheless not such as to expose us to a surprise attack, as far as
operations of any real importance are concerned.

Everything that has been done up to the present moment seems
to have a twofold object:

(1)  To be prepared for any eventuality from August onwards.

(2)  Most likely also to impress international opinion by behaving
as though the possibility of war were accepted.

COULONDRE.
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M. DE SEGUIN, French Charge d'Affaires in Warsaw7,
to M. GEORGES BONNET, Minister for Foreign Affairs.

Warsaw, July 19,  1939.

THE information, which appeared yesterday in the News Chronicle
as coming from German circles representing moderate opinion to the
effect that the Fiihrer proposed to settle the Danzig question by having
himself nominated as President of the Senate of the Free City, has
caused a violent reaction in Polish Government circles.

A communique from the Pat Agency was issued in the afternoon
denying: